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where he was housed in a private prison for a short period. In Joshua’s words, the private 
prison was truly pathetic, as they had 24 men in dorms with virtually no recreational 
activities and with incompetent staff: “I recall sending in a complaint that I wasn’t 
getting my medicine and after five days I got the response back ‘If you want your 
medicine, you should come to pill line.’ Lost in the translation was that my complaint 
had been that I had been going to pill line and not getting my medicine, but given that 
the people who worked there were poorly educated and saw us as little more than a 
paycheck, it didn’t do much good. I consider that to be among the most trying times 
for me in prison.”

After 100 days there, Joshua was sent to a fourth state to be housed in what is 
considered a “higher medium-security” prison, which he found far more dangerous. This 
facility was set up like a penitentiary with two-man cells that contained a shared metal 
toilet. This facility purposely racially segregated cells (housing black inmates together 
and white inmates together) because of racial tensions in the prison. Joshua engaged in 
fewer self-improvement activities while housed here given the prevalent gang activity, 
white supremacists, and punks (weaker inmates who are sexually preyed upon) and 
their daddies (older men would assign younger inmates to be their punks). Joshua was 
assigned to the education department to be a tutor. It was here that he became a punk 
and was raped repeatedly.

Minimum-Security Prisons
Minimum-security prisons house mainly nonviolent white-collar criminals who 

are thought to pose little or no physical risk to members in the community. Housing in  
minimum-security settings is in the form of dormitories with communal bathrooms, which 
are regularly patrolled by correctional officers. The perimeter of a minimum-security facil-
ity may or may not have a fence, which may or may not be patrolled. Inmates frequently 
engage in community projects (e.g., litter cleanup) and supply labor to facilitate the  
operation of the prison.

When we think of prisons, we generally do not think of cybercriminals—a form of white-
collar criminal. The majority of cybercrime is not reported to the police, yet prosecutors across 

the country frequently litigate these 
crimes, and offenders are convicted. Recent 
research indicates that cybercriminals, 
female offenders, and older offenders are 
more likely to receive harsher sentences.29 
Most frequently prosecuted are credit card 
fraud, identity theft, and other forms of 
crime involving financial losses. About half 
(52%) of those convicted of cybercrime 
received a relatively short prison sentence.30 
While not a large percentage of those incar-
cerated, from 2006 to 2010, 1,177 indi-
viduals were convicted and sentenced for 
cybercrime acts.31 To date, Albert Gonzalez 
has the dubious distinction of being sen-
tenced to the longest sentence for cyber-
crime. He was given a 20-year sentence for 
a massive credit card theft and the reselling 
of more than 170 million ATM card num-
bers. He currently is incarcerated at the 
FCI in Milan, Michigan, from which he is 
scheduled for release in 2025.
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Minimum-security San Quentin Prison in California. Some view minimum-security 

prisons as “easy time.” Do you believe living in a facility like the one pictured here looks 

“easy”? What sort of problems do you see with housing offenders in this density?
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